A Beautiful Kitchen by

Wet bar’s glass-fronted
cabinets are ideal place to
house glassware used for
entertaining.

By JUNE SULLIVAN

Despite their former
kitchen’s very small size, the par-
ties given by this Manhasset cou-
plealways ended up there. So
before building their new transi-
tional style dream kitchen, with
adjoining family room, they
planned carefully how to enhance
that reality.

“For the cabinetry in both
rooms, we wanted someone to
work with our architect, Tom Fox,
who could pay attention to all the
details — both design and layout,”
says the wife. “John Starck of
Showcase Kitchens, in Manhasset,
came highly recommended. We
worked with him for a long time
while planning our home’s new
extension. He was incredibly
patient. And he worked extremely
well with our architect. You can’t
tell where John’s work stops and
the architect’s begins.”

Their architect adds that
by designing similar details in
both the kitchen and family room
cabinetry, Starck helped create a
visual axis that ties the two rooms
together. “All the details merge
into the next,” says Fox, “and the
flow of space continues harmo-
niously. Cabinetry is critical
because it is the feature that pulls
your eye into a space. John spent
many days looking at island
schemes, for example. He didn’t
come up with that in one shot.”

A significant custom detail
of that island is how the eating
bar is cut out to allow for seats to
be pushed underneath during buf-
fet style parties, says the wife.
“The island is not only the perfect
place for our three children to sit
at when doing homework, but it
is also ideal to gather around
when entertaining.”

In addition, Starck placed
the island next to the patio door
for ease in outdoor entertaining.
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“For the open plans of today,
where kitchens are in full view,
you must create zones that are
designed around the flow of activ-
ity,” he says. “Where work sta-
tions, cabinetry, cooking and prep
areas are positioned contributes to
a greater ease in daily routines
and it reduces stress when enter-
taining. Storage is equally impor-
tant,” he continues. “When every-
thing has a place — and a beauti-
ful one — there is a natural quiet
that comes from living in such an
environment.”

Indeed. Hidden inside this
kitchen’s elegant cabinetry are
such conveniences as a warming
drawer under the microwave, fol-
lowed by two freezer drawers,
including one for ice. A second
freezer ice drawer is set in the
handsome wet bar that also offers
a sink and wine storage.
Positioned next to it is a pantry
beautifully disguised as cabinetry,
not to mention the kitchen’s
extraordinary armoire-encased
refrigerator. In addition, the seven-
feet-by-nine space that once
housed the couple’s former
kitchen is now a gorgeous break-
fast area with banquet seating that
coordinates with the kitchen’s
classic off-white cabinetry.

Starck says he really
enjoys working with such talents
as Fox. “We cherish this relation-
ship. We also value working with
the project’s talented builder, Nino
Iannone. However, the homeown-
ers were the guiding force. Their
previous kitchen had been built in
1937. This time, they wanted
something refined and beautiful,
but updated and highly functional.
And they were behind much of
the project’s details.”

“Everything is so function-
al now,” says the wife. “We can
all fit together there as a family.
Our three children can gather
with friends in the family room
while we are in the kitchen.
Everything has a place. And —
there’s plenty of room to enter-
tain. Frankly, it’s life-changing.”Hl
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To right of microwave is
exquisite armoire-
encased refrigerator
adorned with polished
chrome hardware.
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